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PORTER COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE 

April 13, 2016   Meeting Minutes 

 

LOCATION:   County Administrative Center, Ste 205         TIME:    9:00 a.m. 

 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE_____________________________________________ 

Robert Thompson, Director 

Kevin Breitzke, County Surveyor 

Kelly Cadwell, Health Department 

Ray Riddell, Director of Engineering 

Kristy Marasco, Assistant Director 

 

Also present were Rich Hudson, Harvey Nix, Mike Haller and citizens. 

 
Case: MI-15-0019 

Applicant: Ryan & Jessica Neal 

 Neal Minor Subdivision  
Location: 2151 Smoke Road, in Center Township 

Acreage: 20 +/- acres  

Request: Primary plat, four (4) lot minor subdivision, located in a R1 zoning district. 

 

Mr. Bill Davies presented.    This is a one (1) lot minor subdivision with an existing house.  They 

went thru and made sure that all the septic fields work on the properties.  They have widened the 

road by the entrance to the subdivision and also the road throughout getting to the intersection to 

the driveway that goes to Lot 4 to the south. 

 

Mr. Thompson stated that the Design Waivers approval from the Plan Commission at the meeting 

held on March 2, 2016 were for: 

 the driveway has to be 20 feet wide and acceptable by the DRC 

 at least 50 feet off of the Smoke Road; and from there back to the first junction it has to be 16 

feet wide; and from there back it can be what they have currently (which is about 10 feet 

wide)   

 depth-width-ratio and lack of road frontage on Lot 2 and Lot 4 with the exception mentioned 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCERNS: 

 

Ms. Cadwell stated that once this is all approved, to provide a signed final plat to the Health 

Department. 

 

Mr. Breitzke made motion to approve Case MI-15-0019 with the condition to specifically follow 

the waivers; for the drive to be 20 foot wide, at least 50 foot back from the County Road, and 16 

foot wide minimum to that first junction.  Mr. James seconded the motion.  Mr. Breitzke amended 

his motion to also put the recorded driveway agreement on the final plat.  Mr. James seconded the 

motion. 
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Mr. Breitzke recommended being mindful of all the drainage to the neighbors because of when the 

driveway goes in, could have abstraction; and stated that we have no control once it goes past the 

road right-of-way. 

 

Mr. Thompson explained the process for the secondary plat process as it will be processed 

administratively and will be reviewed again for approval. 

    

Mr. Breitzke asked how it would affect the existing house in the back and if they would be able to 

maintain their current address; Mr. Thompson replied that it will also have to be looked into. 

 

With no further discussion, the motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

 
Case: MI-16-0015 

Applicant: Carl Lundahl 

 Lundahl Minor Subdivision  

Location: 655 North State Road 149, in Liberty Township 

Acreage: 70.83 +/- acres  

Request: Primary plat, one (1) lot minor subdivision, located in a RR zoning district. 

 

Ms. Marasco stated that the petitioner owns the farm land and would like to separate the existing 

house, which is a rent-to-own and it will be sold.  Mr. Bill Davies presented.  Also present was Mr. 

Carl Lundahl.  Mr. Davies stated that the current occupant entered into a purchase agreement in 

2000.  

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCERNS: 

 

Mr. James asked if they are making any changes to the existing drives that are there. 

A:  No. 

 

Ms. Cadwell asked if they have any restrooms or water in any of the existing barns. 

A:  No. 

Q:   Are you absolutely certain that the existing septic system will be located within these lot lines? 

A:  Certainly. 

Ms. Cadwell stated that it is the Health Department recommendation that you get a septic 

inspection from a septic inspector or an installer to locate it and to ensure that the septic is located 

on the lot. 

 

Ms. Cadwell other concern was that there were no soil borings done for this existing lot; if at some 

point in the future that there will be a need to upgrade the septic system and needing a drain that 

runs off this lot, her recommendation is to provide some kind of easement to access these lower 

slopes. 

 

Mr. Thompson stated that we need documentation showing exactly where everything is located.  

Also, the one accessory barn on the plat is less than 3 feet from the property line; our current side 

yard setback requires 15 feet.  The house is 35-36 feet off of the right-of-way; our requirement is 



Development Review Committee 

April 13, 2016 Minutes 

Page 3 of 7 

50 feet.  If wanting to keep that line to the north, would recommend seeing that line further away 

from that building; but with the house he would have to ask them that they go in front of the BZA 

Hearing Officer for those variances.       

 

Mr. Breitzke recommended that if going forward with the variances, to show the existing right-of-

way on the final plat as being specific to the house.  He also asked Mr. Davies if he could locate if 

there is a culver under State Road 149 in that low area. 

 

Mr. Breitzke made motion to continue Case MI-16-0015 as needing more information on the septic 

field and getting resolution on the building setbacks for the barn and the house.  Ms. Cadwell 

seconded the motion, which carried on a unanimous voice vote.  

 

 
Case: DP-16-0020 

Applicant: Colleen Lee 

Location: 927 North 150 West, in Liberty Township 

Acreage: 7.27 +/- acres  

Request: Development Plan approval for a proposed (60’x108’) pole barn to be used as an 

 indoor riding arena, located in a CN zoning district. 

 

Mr. Thompson stated that this was approved by the BZA Hearing Officer as far as of the structure 

on this and the use. 

 

Mrs. Colleen Lee and Mr. Randy Lee presented.  Mrs. Lee stated that they would like to build an 

indoor riding arena on their property to mentor kids with special needs in our community; we 

received an approval for business operations; Monday thru Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.   

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCERNS: 

 

Ms. Cadwell asked if they have a separate septic system for the riding facility area. 

A:  No, we use the house. 

Q:  How many people are we talking for using the arena? 

A:  In a typical week, we have probably about 16, 1 hour session, between 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Q:  How many people in one session? 

A:  One child and parents. 

Q:  Do you have a portal-potty there? 

A:  That has been in discussion. 

C:  This is migrating as a commercial venture; the County Health Department asks that you ensure 

that the septic system is sufficient for the house and for anything else that you are trying to do at 

this stage.  My recommendation is to adopt restrooms into that and to get you set up for a septic 

system sufficiently sized for what you are trying to do.  My requirement is if you do not choose 

that path, you will need to get your current septic inspected and ensure that is efficient for what 

you are trying to do and what you have in your house; now with different usage it will need to be 

upgraded accordingly.  My other recommendation is to save some area in case you have to do a 

septic in the future. 
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Mr. Thompson asked if their parking is sufficient. 

A:  Yes. 

Q:  Will there be external lights? 

A:  No. 

Q:   Do you have horse manure removal plan? 

A:  Yes, we use a dumpster and then it’s hauled away. 

 

Mr. Hudson recommended protection of the pond. 

 

Ms. Cadwell made motion to continue case DP-16-0020 dependent on the septic information.  Mr. 

Breitzke seconded the motion , which carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

 
Case: DW-16-0017 

Applicant: Randy Harris, c/o Lee Harris 

                        Harris Minor Subdivision 

Location: At the end of Timber Drive on the Northeast Corner, in Porter Township 

Acreage: 7.655 +/- acres  

Request: Informal review, Design Waiver for a proposed one (1) Lot Minor Subdivision:                         

to vary from Section 10.34a(5)(b) Subdivision Control; Minor Plats, to allow a buildable lot with a  

reduction in road frontage, located in a R1, Low Density Single-family Residential District. 

 

Mr. Thompson asked if anyone was present for this case.  As no one was present, this was to be 

continued. (Board members had a brief discussion after case DW-16-0021 was heard.) 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCERNS: 

 

Mr. Thompson explained to the members the request of the petitioner of the split of Lot 1 and 

would be back to DRC for a Minor Subdivision Primary Plat approval. 

 

Mr. Riddell asked what kind of turnaround they have there. 

A:  Currently there is no turnaround. 

 

Mr. Thompson asked Mr. Riddell if he could email him what the Highway Department would 

require for the driveway and turnaround. 

 

Ms. Cadwell stated that she will need the soil borings and show the one (1) acre buildable minus 

the lake. 

 

Mr. Breitzke recommended having more information on the lake on how it’s being controlled. 
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Case: DW-16-0018 

Applicant: Richard & Jennifer Anderson 

                        Anderson Acres Minor Subdivision 

Location: 205 North 750 West, in Union Township 

Acreage: 10.08 +/- acres  

Request: Informal review, Design Waiver for a proposed two (2) Lot Minor Subdivision to                         

vary from Section 10.34a Subdivision Control; Minor Plats, to allow for a reduction in road 

frontage and to allow an existing accessory structure to remain on a parcel, located in a RR, Rural 

Residential District.  

 

Mr. Richard Anderson presented.  The current home will be rented out, and we would like to build 

a new house in the back. 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCERNS: 

 

Mr. Riddell’s concern was with the safe site distance and not sure where the driveway would be 

placed at. 

A:  It is the same where the current one is. 

 

Ms. Cadwell stated that they will need to show the soil map on the plat, provide usable acreage and 

asked if the soil borings were submitted to the Health Department. 

A:  No, they were submitted to the Plan Commission. 

C:  Recommend submitting copies to the Health Department to prepare a report on this site. 

 

Mr. Breitzke asked if they had the building setbacks on the current survey. 

C:  They will be working on that on the primary plat. 

 

Mr. Thompson stated that if there are any specific comments that need to be forwarded to the Plan 

Commission, to let him know. 

 

 
Case: DW-16-0019 

Applicant: Clayridge Farms, LLC, c/o Aaron Freyenberger 

                        Clay Ridge Farms Administrative Subdivision 

Location: 522 West 650 South, in Boone Township 

Acreage: 114.93 +/- acres  

Request: Informal review, Design Waiver for a proposed one (1) Lot Administrative 

Subdivision; to vary from Section 10.33 Subdivision Control, and permit 1.24 acres with existing 

home to be split from parent parcel (114 acres), to allow an existing accessory structure to remain 

on parent parcel and agree to the following reduction: acreage (from required 5 to 1.24); road 

frontage (from required 330 feet to 213.72 feet; and front yard setback (for existing home), located 

in a RR, Rural Residential District. 
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Mr. Aaron Freyenberger presented.  He purchased the property in December and would like to 

divide 1.24 acres with the current home and continue farming the rest of the property.  

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCERNS: 

 

Mr. Riddell asked if there is any change in accessing with the drive. 

A:  Everything is virtually the same. 

 

Ms. Cadwell stated, a septic inspection would be required (showing exactly where the septic is 

located) and it will need to be compliant with the current rules. 

 

Mr. Thompson recommended processing this request as a Minor Subdivision, not as an 

Administrative, this case will need to come before the Development Review Committee for 

approval, and to add the 27 feet to eliminate the design waiver for road frontage. 

 

 
Case: DW-16-0021 

Applicant: Alex Kazmierczak, c/o McMahon Engineers/Architects 

                       Kazmierczak Estates Major Subdivision 

Location: 100 South west of 500 West, in Porter Township 

Acreage: 26 +/- acres  

Request: Informal review, Design Waiver for a proposed seven (7) Lot Major Subdivision                        

with the following allowances:  to build the main road in sections at a time, as lots are built; for the 

Westerly road to be treated as a road easement instead of a dedicated right-of-way; to not build 

roads to county standards, specifically not to include concrete curbing; and to disregard block 

length as the two roads will not be joined, located in a R1, Low Density Single-family Residential 

District. 

 

Mr. Doug Homeier and Mr. Alex Kazmierczak presented.  Mr. Kazmierczak wants to build a home 

on Lot 1 and the other lots will be for his sons to build on. 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCERNS: 

 

Mr. Thompson asked what the intent of this actual right-of-way is. 

A:  It is mislabeled. 

C:  If the parcel that is all the way in the back comes forward to us for development of other lots 

coming off a private road, he will recommend denial on it.  Any future development in the back, he 

will recommend that the road must be built to the County’s specifications and must be maintained.  

Also recommend to approach the schools in regards to busses and possibly the mail boxes would 

be required to be placed up to the front. 

 

Ms. Cadwell asked if they had their soil borings done. 

A:  No. 

 

Mr. Breitzke suggested for the private driveway to bring it around to come into the new roadway. 
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Mr. Hudson asked if the pond would be a wet bottom. 

A:  Yes. 

 

Mr. Haller asked how many houses would be build. 

A:  Seven (7) houses. 

 

Mr. Thompson stated that this case, with approval by Plan Commission, will be back here for the 

primary plat approval. 

 

 

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 


